
Woodland Committee Minutes 

June 19, 2019 

In Attendance: Ben Fischler, Ethel Dutky, Lynne Slater 

Staff Liaison: Greg Eck 

Board Liaison: Ed James 

Consultant: John Buck 

Friend of the Committee: Ken Jarva 

1) Opening Round: 

 Lynne will write up minutes; John will share notes. 

2) Administrative: 

 Next Meeting July 17th, 2019 

 Minutes of the May 15, 2019 meeting were accepted 

 Agenda was accepted 

7) Lori Dominick’s Caretaker proposal was considered “out of order” and 

approved. In the course of the discussion two noteworthy points: GHI will not 

mow or weed areas mulched with wood chips (per Greg). Ken (I think) 

suggested that a sign which describes the “experiment” might be a good idea. 

3) Review of Action Items from May Meeting 

• Continue trail map – Ben — This continues 

• Put up trail signs – Greg/George/Bryan Everyone wants someone else to 

put the signs up 

• Write an article for Greenbelt News Review about Parcel X trail – Lynne A 

Draft was sent to the committee via Email on 6/18/2019 for comment. 

• Start informing community about Parcel X trail work and Caretakers program – 

Lori 

• Workday sign needs to be picked up – Lori 

• Start a Caretaker list – Lori 

• Check with Caretakers for June and August workdays - Ben too late for June; 

• Plan July 28th workday -Bryan 



• Parcel X – stake out trail (future) 

• Parcel X – trail construction (future) 

• Coordinate Scouts with Parcel X trail work in Sept/October – Lori 

• Fill out a Caretaker proposal for Wood Chips in Parcel S. – Lori 

• Invite people to next meeting – Lori (2 weeks out)  

4) Staff Liaison Report: 

 There will be a meeting on Tuesday with the Storm Water Task Force, 

George, Tom & Beth Olsen to discuss maintenance protocols for the rain garden 

at 6 Plateau Ct. 

 Greg will look at the tax parcel information with respect to parcel X. 

5) Board Liaison Report: 

PEPCO is willing to leave the wood chips from the next round of tree 

cutting here at GHI if we want them. Numerous hurdles were raised. No 

actions were defined. 

6) PEPCO Tree plans: The Board has asked the WC to assess PEPCO’s plan to 

cut 37 trees on believed to be on GHI property. The following actions emerged 

from the discussion: 

• Greg will find when the WC needs to provide the assessment 

• Ben will provide a map that is accessible to all WC members 

• Ethel will share the ACT minutes/notes from their survey of City trees 

• Ben will organize a separate meeting to include Ethel, Lynne & Ed to 

determine process and recruit additional players if needed. 

8) Susan Harris’ Caretaker proposals were accepted. 

9) Schedule Summer Work Days: 

Bryan had proposed to do July; August will be discussed at the July 

meeting. 

10) Un-permitted/informal pocket gardens. 

Apparently the “garden” which sparked the pocket garden issue in the first 

place is morphing. Although Stephan believes he knows who is 



responsible, the Board (?) prefers indirect action. WC will send an letter 

to units in the area which explains the pocket garden program and 

parameters. It will also encourage gardeners of extant gardens to 

register — lest their gardens suffer at the hands of GHI maintenance. 

Since it is possible that the garden in question may not be on GHI 

property, Ben will verify…. 

Lynne will draft a letter.  

12) Ethel noted that the spotted lanternfly has officially hitchhiked its way into 

Maryland. We need to step up our efforts to educate Greenbelters about it. An 

important step we can take is to encourage homeowners to remove any tree of 

heaven (Ailanthus) trees in their yards. 

11) Check out: 

Lynne: Things seemed to go in circles; it was frustrating - even though 

we are finishing on time. 

Ben: He’s will try to get the agenda out earlier so that people have more 

time to prepare in advance. 

ACTIONS: 

Continued in some form from MAY: 

• Continue trail map – Ben — 

• Put up trail signs – Greg/George/Bryan 

• Review Draft Article for Greenbelt News Review about Parcel X trail – ALL 

• [Start informing community about Parcel X trail work and Caretakers 

program – Lori — not sure if this is done or no ] 

• Workday sign needs to be picked up – Lori 

• [Start a Caretaker list – Lori also n ot sure if this is done or not] 

• Plan July 28th workday -Bryan 

• Parcel X – stake out trail (future) 

• Parcel X – trail construction (future) 

• Coordinate Scouts with Parcel X trail work in Sept/October – Lori 



• Invite people to next meeting – Lori (2 weeks out) 

New Actions: 

• Greg will look at the tax parcel information with respect to parcel X. 

• With respect to the PEPCO tree plans: 

• Greg will find when the WC needs to provide the assessment 

• Ben will provide a map that is accessible to all WC members 

• Ethel will share the ACT minutes/notes from their survey of City trees 

• Ben will organize a separate meeting to include Ethel, Lynne & Ed to 

determine process and recruit additional players if needed. 

• With respect to guerrilla pocket gardens: 

• Ben will verify that the suspect garden is indeed on GHI property 

• Lynne will draft a letter. 


